
Dear friends,

Some time ago, Pope Francis invited the whole church to a process where all
believers are encouraged to reflect and talk together about the church we are a part
of. This process, called synod, is a way of involving everyone in the way the church
exists, works, and reforms itself.

The process that involves all Catholics around the world, and therefore takes its time,
has now come very close, namely to our parish.

We are all here in Our Lady's Church in Aarhus invited as God's people to listen to
what the Spirit says to the Church. We do this by listening together to the word of
God in scripture and in the living Tradition of the Church, then listening to one
another while "discerning the signs of the times." The synodal process as a whole aims
to promote a lived experience of discerning together, of being involved, having co-
responsibility, where the diversity of gifts is put in service of the Church's mission to
the world.

All of you who are part of our parish are invited to be a part of this process. Whether
you come to church every Sunday or not. Whether you agree with everything that the
church officially teaches or not. Whether you consider yourself a good Catholic or
not.

Our invitation is especially addressed to you who feel excluded and marginalized in
the church and our parish. To you who feel that our church does not live up to what
it could mean to be a Christian community. Your voice is important. The Church will
not change without you.



What will it all mean in practice?

During late winter (we hope for the best in terms of covid restrictions) and spring
there will be a few opportunities to meet and talk together. During these meetings,
everyone will have the opportunity to share their dreams, positive experiences but
also concerns and challenges they experience in the church. To help our
conversations, Pope Francis asks us some very simple questions:

How can our communion in the Church be strengthened?

How can wemake sure to include everyone - even those who feel excluded?

How can we participate in good decision-making processes?

How can we best bear witness to the gospel?

Meetings will take place at the following dates:

Saturday 19.02 at 15.00 - 18.00 in the church (with a coffee break) meeting open
to all. (language Danish)

Sunday 20.02 at 11.30 - meeting for young people (language - Danish)

Saturday 19.03 at 15.00 - 18.00 in the church - meeting for non-Danish speakers
(language - English), and for everyone who speaks and understands Danish in
the school gym
The process will end with a Lenten retreat which will start on Saturday 26
March.

You are welcome to attend several meetings or just one.

If you cannot join but would like to contribute with your reflection, please send it to
sognepraest@katolsk-aarhus.dk

After the process is completed in our parish, a comprehensive report will be sent to
the committee that coordinates the process at the diocesan level and which, along
with the reports from other parishes, will forward it to Rome, where the Pope and his
closest collaborators will review responses from the entire church and reflect on the
necessary consequences and decisions.

During the month of January, we will publish a more detailed plan for the meetings as
well as some tools that will help with your preparatory reflection. You will find them
at www.katolsk-aarhus.dk

We hope to see you at meetings

Anemone Samy - Coordinator

Kris Augustyniak sj - pastor


